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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Flooding at Glendale Shoals wetlands

Volume 6, Issue 5
The Power of Water by Dr. Peter Brewitt
Hurricane Joaquin has been the event
of the fall, so far. It wasn’t nearly as
catastrophic for Spartanburg as we’d
all thought, and I believe I saw more
Facebook posts about the rain than
actual raindrops. But even as the “fire
hose” missed us, the power of the
storm was incredible, wasn’t it? On
Sunday, at the Glendale bridge, my
family and I were among probably 30
people who’d gathered to watch as the
Lawson’s Fork turned into the
Mississippi. My yard became a
wetland, and big limbs dropped on my
driveway and (gulp!) on my roof.

that power. When we build our
homes in the floodplain, and when
we trust our lives to crumbling dams
(most of the lakes in the state are
artificial, and most of the dams are
over fifty years old), we are acting as
if something like this won’t
happen…but it did, and it will again.
Hopefully we’ll do it better next time.

	
  

Still, it was nothing like Columbia.
We’ve all seen the photos and heard
the stories of streets like rivers, living
Map of the ‘firehose’ that hit South
rooms filled with water, and, for some
Carolina this past week
people, terrible loss. The hurricane is a
natural disaster, of course it is, but one
of the things we should keep in mind,
as South Carolina dries out and puts
itself together, is the need to respect
John’s Rock at Glendale Shoals
during the flood
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
October 10th

Adopt-A-Stream Macro Invertebrate Workshop: Learn how to sample the biological aspects of a
stream. Workshop will take place (rain or shine) at USC-Upstate campus. Come dressed
appropriately for sampling from a nearby creek. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adopta-stream-macro-invertebrate-workshop-tickets-18679746625 or email Beth Button
aas_wec@uscupstate.edu with questions.

October 13th

EPA Tribal Science Webinar Series – Native Science and Environmental Health: The webinar
series will develop a forum for discussion of the complex environmental issues facing tribal and
indigenous communities by featuring a variety of guest speakers. This month’s speaker is Dr.
Clint Carroll, assistant professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of Colorado, Boulder. For
more information and to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/us-epa-october-2015-tribalscience-webinar-series-kickoff-tickets-18102550215

October 16th

Green Alliance will host a Clean Up Day: Come out to help clean up the Black Science Annex
courtyard. Tentative time is 3:00pm-5:00pm.

9:30am-3:00pm

3:00pm-4:30pm

3:00pm-5:00pm

October 17th
10:00am-11:00am

October 20th
7:00pm-8:30pm

Ongoing

Yoga at Goodall: Join us at the Glendale Shoals Amphitheater. Jennifer Johnson will lead the
class. Bring your mat or large towel and join us! $5 suggested donation.
Santee Cooper Lecture Series Presents: Dr. Orrin Pilkey,
professor emeritus of Geology at Duke University and low
country batik artist, Mary Edna Fraser will be in Leonard
Auditorium to talk about climate change. See the press
release in Wofford’s Newsroom for more details:
http://www.wofford.edu/newsroom/2015/Geologist-batik-artistcome-together-for-climate-change-lecture/
The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow with good
work today. Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings.

Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website!

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
Vanderbilt University – Center for Environmental Management
Vanderbilt Center for Environmental
Management (VCEMS) was established “to study
the coordination and sharing of environmental
responsibilities that is required among a variety of
stakeholders representing business, government, and
community interests.” VCEMS is a joint initiative
between the School of Engineering, the Owens
School of Management, and the Law School. A
wide-range of options for study focus is available
through the three schools.
“As a leader in the environmental management

field, VCEMS is committed to fostering proactive,
quality-oriented and customer-driven initiatives
that advance the well-being of business and
environmental health.”
VCEMS offers a customized interdisciplinary
Masters degree and Ph.D. degree in environmental
management by applying to Vanderbilt’s School of
Engineering.
Visit http://www.vanderbilt.edu/vcems/ for more
information on the program.

